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Renzo Piano was born into a family of builders in Genoa, Italy, in 1937. He graduated 

from the School of Architecture at Milan Polytechnic in 1964. Over the course of his 

studies, he worked with Franco Albini and was a highly engaged visitor to his father’s 

building sites. He was affiliated with Louis I. Kahn in Philadelphia and Z. S. Makowsky 

in London from 1965 to 1970. During this period he met Jean Prouvé, who was to have a 

profound influence on his architecture. His collaboration with Richard Rogers dates from 

1971 (Piano and Rogers), with Peter Rice from 1977 (Atelier Piano & Rice), and he 

currently has offices in Genoa and Paris under the name Renzo Piano Building Workshop. 

 

The prestigious Pritzker Architecture Prize, awarded to Piano in 1998, is among the many 

honors he has received. Selected major projects include the Centre Georges Pompidou, 

Paris (1977, with Richard Rogers), the Menil Collection, Houston (1986), the Lingotto 

Factory restoration in Turin, Italy (1994), the Kansai International Airport, Osaka (1994), 

the Museum of the Beyeler Foundation, Basel (1998), the Jean Marie Tjibaou Cultural 

Center, Nouméa, New Caledonia (1998), and the Potsdamer Platz reconstruction, Berlin 

(1999). Along with The Morgan Library & Museum, his current projects include the 

London Bridge Tower, the New York Times Headquarters Building, and expansions of 

the Whitney Museum of American Art, the Columbia University campus, the Art Institute 

of Chicago and the Los Angeles County Museum of Art. 


