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THE MORGAN ANNOUNCES THAT JOSHUA O’DRISCOLL, 

MEDIEVAL & RENAISSANCE MANUSCRIPTS CURATOR, IS THE 
RECIPIENT OF THE PRESTIGIOUS PAUL CLEMEN PRIZE 

 
 

 
New York, NY, June 2, 2016 — The Morgan 

Library & Museum announced that Joshua 

O’Driscoll, assistant curator in the department 

of Medieval & Renaissance Manuscripts, has 

received the prestigious Paul Clemen Prize.  

Given annually, the award promotes the study 

of art from Germany’s Rhineland area. 

O’Driscoll’s submission in the form of his 2015 

doctoral dissertation on illuminated manuscripts 

produced in Cologne around the year 1000 is 

the first English-language study to receive the 

award. He was honored in a recent ceremony 

in Cologne, attended by German dignitaries 

and museum and university officials.   

 

The Paul Clemen Prize was established in 1936 on the occasion of the 70th birthday of Dr. Paul 

Clemen (1866-1947), a German art historian who dedicated much of his career to inventorying 

and preserving the monuments of the Rhineland. The award promotes scholarship on Rhenish art, 

and recognizes young art historians who contribute significantly to its study and preservation.   

 

O’Driscoll’s dissertation, “Image and Inscription in the Painterly Manuscripts from Ottonian Cologne" 

(Harvard, 2015, supervised by Prof. Jeffrey Hamburger), focuses on richly illuminated manuscripts 

from tenth and eleventh-century Cologne, Germany. The manuscripts from this period have been 

known to scholars since the early twentieth century as the so-called "painterly" group. These works 

are notable for diptych-like pairings of miniatures with inscriptions, each of which is given a full 

page. Because the inscriptions were written to accompany the facing images, O’Driscoll 
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Joshua O’Driscoll, Assistant Curator of Medieval & Renaissance 
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demonstrates how the Cologne manuscripts offer an important discourse on art and image-

making in a period known for its scarcity of written material on art and illustration. 

 

“We are delighted that Joshua has been honored with this prize,” said Colin B. Bailey, director of 

the Morgan Library & Museum. “To be the first English-language submission to win the award is a 

tremendous distinction. The Morgan is recognized for having one of the world’s greatest 

collections of medieval and Renaissance illuminated manuscripts, and for its record of 

scholarship in this area. Joshua continues this fine tradition.” 

 

Appointed assistant curator of Medieval and Renaissance Manuscripts at the Morgan in 2015, 

O’Driscoll graduated magna cum laude with a BS and BA from Florida State University, an MA in 

History of Art from Williams College, and a PhD in History of Art from Harvard University. His 

curatorial experience includes the “Pages from the Past” exhibition at the Houghton Library at 

Harvard; the Handschriftencensus Rheinland-Pfalz at the University of Mainz in Germany; and the 

“Royal Manuscripts: The Genius of Illumination” show at the British Library in London. He has 

held research positions at the Bode Museum in Berlin and at the Houghton Library at Harvard. 
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The Morgan Library & Museum 
A complex of buildings in the heart of New York City, the Morgan Library & Museum began as the 
private library of financier Pierpont Morgan, one of the preeminent collectors and cultural 
benefactors in the United States. Today it is a museum, independent research library, music 
venue, architectural landmark, and historic site. A century after its founding, the Morgan 
maintains a unique position in the cultural life of New York City and is considered one of its 
greatest treasures. With the 2006 reopening of its newly renovated campus, designed by 
renowned architect Renzo Piano, and the 2010 refurbishment of the original library, the Morgan 
reaffirmed its role as an important repository for the history, art, and literature of Western 
civilization from 4000 B.C. to the twenty-first century. 
 
The Morgan Library & Museum 
225 Madison Avenue, at 36th Street, New York, NY 10016-3405 
212.685.0008 
themorgan.org 

 
The programs of the Morgan Library & Museum are made 
possible with public funds from the New York City Department 
of Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City Council, and by 
the New York State Council on the Arts with the support of 
Governor Andrew Cuomo and the New York State Legislature. 


