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MORGAN CURATORS TO LEAD A TRAVELING SEMINAR
ON DRAWINGS CONNOISSEURSHIP AND THE ART MARKET

The Getty Foundation’s Paper Project Funds
A New Professional Development Opportunity

New York, NY, May 22, 2018 — The Morgan Library & Museum is proud to announce that curators
John Marciari and Jennifer Tonkovich of the Drawings and Prints Department will lead a ten-day traveling
seminar aimed at training a new generation of drawings scholars and curators. From June 26 to July 4,
2018, participants will visit collections in London, Oxford, Windsor, and elsewhere to learn the skills of

connoisseurship and the workings of the art market for old master and 19th-century drawings.

The seminar is supported by a major grant from the Getty Foundation’s new initiative The Paper Project:
Prints and Drawings Curatorship in the 21% Century, created to address the lack of informal and formal
training for curators entering the field. The seminar includes visits to some of the major collections of
drawings in England, including the Ashmolean Museum, the British Museum, and the Royal Collection.
Drs. Marciari and Tonkovich, together with host curators at those institutions, will conduct sessions
exploring questions of attribution, condition, quality, and authenticity of works of art. Chosen from a
competitive search process, the participants for the seminar include assistant curators and curatorial
fellows from museums across the United States and from institutions in Belgium, France, and the
Netherlands.

In addition to connoisseurial training, participants will attend the old master sales held in London during
the first week of July to gain a practical understanding of the art market. After meeting with
representatives from the auction houses and galleries, seminar participants will be asked to write their
own sample acquisition proposals and peer review each other’s work. By bringing together curators and
art market experts, the seminar will prepare these young professionals to respond to the emerging needs

of museums.

“The Drawing Institute was founded in 2011 to deepen the understanding and appreciation of the role of

drawing in the history of art,” said Colin B. Bailey, director of the Morgan. “Today’s curators working in



drawings and prints are required to learn an enormous amount of information and must possess
significant expertise in order to navigate the art market, generate scholarship, and develop innovative
exhibitions. We are delighted to provide an opportunity to mentor and support the promising curators in
this field.”

“The Paper Project is a response to the need for more training and professional development
opportunities to serve a rising generation of curators of prints and drawings,” says Deborah Marrow,
director of the Getty Foundation. “The museums involved in these inaugural projects are widely
recognized for their excellent collections, influential scholarship, and commitment to training. The
Morgan’s seminar will not only provide the practical knowledge needed to succeed as drawings and prints

curators, but it will also help ensure their future leadership in the field.”

Grants have also been awarded to the Ashmolean Museum of Art and Archaeology at the University of
Oxford; the British Museum in London; the Courtauld Gallery in London; the Museum Boijmans Van

Beuningen in Rotterdam; and the Staatliche Kunstsammlungen Dresden.

The Morgan Library & Museum

A complex of buildings in the heart of New York City, the Morgan Library & Museum began as the private
library of financier Pierpont Morgan, one of the preeminent collectors and cultural benefactors in the
United States. Today it is a museum, independent research library, music venue, architectural landmark,
and historic site. A century after its founding, the Morgan maintains a unique position in the cultural life of
New York City and is considered one of its greatest treasures. With the 2006 reopening of its newly
renovated campus, designed by renowned architect Renzo Piano, and the 2010 refurbishment of the
original library, the Morgan reaffirmed its role as an important repository for the history, art, and literature
of Western civilization from 4000 B.C. to the twenty-first century.
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The programs of the Morgan Library & Museum are made possible with public funds from the New York
City Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City Council, and by the New York State
Council on the Arts with the support of Governor Andrew Cuomo and the New York State Legislature.
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