
 
 

THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE 
NOW ON VIEW  

AT THE MORGAN LIBRARY & MUSEUM 
 
 

The Exhibition of America’s “Birth Certificate,” one of the Morgan’s True Treasures, 
Coincides with Memorial Day and the Fourth of July 

 
 
New York, NY, May 16, 2007—With Memorial Day and Independence Day approaching, The Morgan 

Library & Museum has placed on view its copy of The Declaration of Independence. One of the most 

timeless and eloquent of historical documents, it stands, with the Magna Carta, as a classic charter of 

freedom. 

 

The Morgan’s copy is one of just twenty-five recorded copies of the first printing of the Declaration and is 

considered one of the two or three finest in existence. 

 

The Declaration of Independence, the formal statement by the representatives of the Thirteen Colonies 

announcing their separation from Great Britain and the birth of the United States of America, is a document 

whose historical importance can hardly be exaggerated 

 

The text was drafted by Thomas Jefferson and approved by the 

Continental Congress on July 4, 1776. On that day, it was resolved 

that an accurate copy should be printed and distributed to “the several 

Assemblies, Conventions & Committees or Councils of Safety and to 

the several Commanding Officers of the Continental troops.” A few 

weeks later, fifty-six delegates to the Continental Congress signed a 

slightly but significantly different version of this text, which was 

engrossed on parchment and is now on display at The National 

Archives. 

 

In Congress, July 4, 1776. A Declaration by the 
Representatives of the United States of America . . . 
Philadelphia, [July 4 or 5]: Printed by John Dunlap (1776). The 
Pierpont Morgan Library, Gift of the Robert Wood Johnson Jr. 
Charitable Trust, 1982, PML 77518. 



The Morgan’s copy of the Declaration came into the hands of Benjamin Chew (1722–1810), who, until the 

Revolution, was chief justice of Pennsylvania. It was preserved as part of the Chew family archives in 

Cliveden, their country house in Germantown. The Morgan purchased it at auction in New York in 1982.  

 

The Morgan Library & Museum 

A complex of buildings in the heart of New York City, The Morgan Library & Museum began as the 

private library of financier Pierpont Morgan, one of the preeminent collectors and cultural benefactors in the 

United States. Today it is a museum, independent research library, musical venue, architectural landmark, 

and historic site. Nearly a century after its founding, the Morgan maintains a unique position in the cultural 

life of New York City and is considered one of its greatest treasures. With the 2006 reopening of its newly 

renovated campus, designed by renowned architect Renzo Piano, the Morgan reaffirmed its role as an 

important repository for the history, art, and literature of Western civilization from 4000 B.C. to the twenty-

first century. 

 

General Information 

The Morgan Library & Museum 

225 Madison Avenue, at 36th Street, New York, NY 10016-3405 

212.685.0008  www.themorgan.org 

 

Hours 

Tuesday–Thursday, 10:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.; extended Friday hours, 10:30 a.m. to 9 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. to 

6 p.m.; Sunday, 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.; closed Monday, Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day, and New Year’s 

Day. 

 

Admission 

$12 for adults; $8 for students, seniors (65 and over) and children (under 16); free to Members and children 

12 and under accompanied by an adult. Admission is free on Fridays from 7 to 9 p.m. Admission to the 

McKim rooms is without charge during the following times: Tuesday, 3 to 5 p.m.; Friday, 7 to 9 p.m.; 

Sunday, 4 to 6 p.m. Admission is not required to visit the Morgan Shop. 
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Patrick Milliman 212-590-0310  pmilliman@themorgan.org 

Sandra Ho  212-590-0311  sho@themorgan.org 


