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String Quartet Concertante No. 5 in G Major (1777) 
     Allegro Assai 
     Menuetto: Grazioso 

Joseph Bologne,  
Chevalier de Saint-Georges 

(1745-1799) 

Lyric Quartette (1960) 
     The Sentimental One 
     The Quiet One 
     The Jovial One 
 

William Grant Still 
(1895-1978) 

Strum (2006; revised in 2012)  

 

Jessie Montgomery 
(b. 1981) 

 
Guaguanco (2005; arranged for string quartet in 2016) 

 

Guido López-Gavilán 
(b. 1944) 

 
Fugato (2021) 

 

Adonis G. Matos 
(b. 1972) 

String Quartet No. 1, Molto Adagio, “Lyric for Strings” (1946) 

 

George Walker 
(1922-2018) 

At the Octoroon Balls (1995) 
     “Rampart Street Rowhouse Rag” 
     “Creole Contradanzas” 
     “Hellbound Highball”  

Wynton Marsalis 
(b. 1961) 

Rush Hour Music in Gilbert Court is made possible by Cynthia Hazen Polsky and Leon B. Polsky. 

The program will be performed without an intermission.  
Please turn off all electronic devices. Photography and recording are not allowed. 



About the Artists 

Ilmar Gavilán, violin  
Melissa White, violin  
Jaime Amador, viola 
Felix Umansky, cello 

Harlem Quartet has been praised for its "panache" by The New York Times and hailed in 
the Cincinnati Enquirer for “bringing a new attitude to classical music, one that is fresh, bracing 
and intelligent.” It has also won plaudits from such veteran musicians as Jazz at Lincoln Center 
woodwind virtuoso Ted Nash, who declared in a 2018 Playbill article, “Harlem Quartet is one of 
the greatest string quartets I have ever heard. They can play anything.” Since its public debut at 
Carnegie Hall in 2006, the ensemble has thrilled audiences and students throughout the U.S. as 
well as in the U.K., France, Belgium, Brazil, Panama, Canada, Venezuela, Japan, Ethiopia, and 
South Africa. 
 
The quartet’s mission is to advance diversity in classical music, engaging young and new 
audiences through the discovery and presentation of varied repertoire that includes works by 
composers of color. Passion for this work has made the quartet a leading ensemble in both 
educational and community engagement activities. It began a multi-year residency with 
London’s Royal College of Music in 2018. From 2015 to 2020 it led an annual workshop at 
Music Mountain in Falls Village, Connecticut. In 2021 it began two other institutional 
affiliations: as the inaugural Grissom Artist in Residence at Centre College in Danville, 
Kentucky, and as Quartet in Residence at Montclair State University in northeastern New 
Jersey.  
 
Highlights of Harlem Quartet’s 2021-22 season include a concert at the John F. Kennedy Center 
in Washington, DC, with pianist Joseph Kalichstein; a collaboration with the Catalyst Quartet at 
the Chamber Music Society of Detroit; engagements with Carnegie Hall Citywide and the 
Morgan Library in New York City, as well as chamber music societies in Little Rock, Raleigh, 
Lewes (DE) and Syracuse; and a partnership with Cuban pianist-composer Aldo López-Gavilán 
in concerts at the Phoenix Chamber Music Society, the Ensemble Music Society of Indianapolis, 
Nebraska’s Lincoln Friends of Chamber Music, and Virginia’s Shenandoah Conservatory.  
 
In 2012, Harlem Quartet and the Chicago Sinfonietta led by Music Director Mei-Ann Chen 
premiered Randall Craig Fleischer’s arrangement of West Side Story for string quartet and 
orchestra, and together they recorded that arrangement for Cedille Records along with works for 
string quartet and orchestra by Michael Abels and Benjamin Lees. The quartet collaborated with 
jazz pianist Chick Corea in a Grammy-winning Hot House album that included Corea’s "Mozart 
Goes Dancing," which won a separate Grammy as Best Instrumental Composition. Harlem 
Quartet’s latest album, the July 2020 release Cross Pollination, features works by Debussy, 
William Bolcom, Dizzy Gillespie, and Guido López-Gavilán. 



Harlem Quartet was founded in 2006 by the Sphinx Organization, a national nonprofit dedicated 
to building diversity in classical music and providing access to music education in underserved 
communities. It is represented worldwide by New York-based Sciolino Artist Management. 
www.samnyc.us 

 

The Morgan Library & Museum 

Celebrate the intersection of art, literature, and music in engaging concerts inspired by the 
Morgan's collections and exhibitions. The Morgan Library & Museum houses one of the finest 
collections of music manuscripts in the country, featuring composers such a J.S. Bach, Ludwig 
van Beethoven, Frédéric Chopin, Claude Debussy, Gustav Mahler, Fanny Mendelssohn, W.A. 
Mozart, Franz Schubert, Clara Schumann, Igor Stravinsky, and Philip Glass, among many others. 
In addition, the collection is enhanced by extensive holdings of musician's letters and first edition 
scores and librettos. Explore select autographs on the Morgan's website at Music Manuscripts 
Online (www.themorgan.org/music).  
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Current and Upcoming Exhibitions 

Architecture, Theater, and Fantasy: Bibiena Drawings from the Jules Fisher Collection 
Through September 12, 2021  

Shahzia Sikander: Extraordinary Realities 
Through September 26, 2021  

Bound for Versailles: The Jayne Wrightsman Bookbindings Collection 
Through September 26, 2021 

Recent Acquisitions: Modern and Contemporary Drawings and Prints 
Through October 3, 2021 

 

The concert program is made possible by assistance from the Joan and Alan Ades-Taub Family 
Foundation, the Esther Simon Charitable Trust, Miles Morgan, the Witherspoon Fund of the 
New York Community Trust, the Theodore H. Barth Foundation, and the following endowed 
funds: the Cynthia Hazen Polsky and Leon B. Polsky Fund for Concerts and Lectures; and the 
Celia Ascher Endowment Fund. 

The Morgan’s education programs are generously supported by Marina Kellen French and the 
Anna-Maria and Stephen Kellen Foundation, the Great Circle Foundation, the May and Samuel 
Rudin Family Foundation, Inc., Con Edison, MetLife Foundation, the C. Jay Moorhead 
Foundation, the Filomen M. D’Agostino Foundation, The Milton and Sally Avery Arts 
Foundation and by the following endowed funds: The Alice Tully Fund for Art and Music; the 
William Randolph Hearst Fund for Educational Programs; the Stavros Niarchos Foundation 
Fund for Education and Technology; and the Herbert and Ann Lucas Fund.  

The programs of the Morgan Library & Museum are made possible with public funds from the 
New York City Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City Council, and by the 
New York State Council on the Arts with the support of Governor Andrew Cuomo and the New 
York State Legislature.  
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225 Madison Avenue 
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