
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
THE FUTURE OF BOOK DESIGN IS HERE:  

THE 2018 MORGAN BOOK PROJECT AWARDS SHOWCASES 
ILLUSTRATED BOOKS BY EXCEPTIONAL YOUNG PEOPLE 

 
THE MORGAN WELCOMES NEW YORK CITY SCHOOL KIDS  
WHOSE ILLUSTRATED MANUSCRIPTS ARE THE SUBJECT  

OF AN EXCITING MONTH-LONG EXHIBITION 
 

 

New York, NY, April 24, 2018 — Known for exhibiting book designs by artists ranging from the 

Master of Catherine of Cleves to Andy Warhol, the Morgan Library & Museum will now 

showcase extraordinary works by New York City public school students. The month-long 

exhibition Inspiring and Illuminating the Classroom, on view in the lobby of the Morgan's Gilbert 

Court, is the culmination of the Morgan Book Project, a unique collaboration between the 

Morgan and NYC Department 

of Education. Now in its ninth 

year, this free and innovative 

program guides third to twelfth 

grade students as they write, 

illustrate, and bind their own 

illuminated manuscripts 

throughout the school year.  

 

On May 11, 2018, the 

museum will host the Morgan 

Book Project Awards 

Ceremony, honoring the 64 students whose exemplary works have been selected by jury of 

book professionals, artists, and school librarians. During the award ceremony in Gilder Lehrman 

 
The Morgan Book Project Awards Ceremony. Photography by Emily Korn. 
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Hall, students have the opportunity to display and celebrate their work in the presence of their 

teachers, principals, and families.  

 

By sparking interest in the book arts, NYC public school teachers and Morgan educators hope 

to inspire the next generation of artists, illustrators, and writers from diverse backgrounds. From 

October through March, students learn to apply traditional book art techniques and language 

arts skills to their own creative work. Throughout the process of book making, students draw 

upon the Morgan’s rich collection of illuminated manuscripts and learn about world history for 

inspiration. They also have the opportunity to make their own paint with traditional pigment 

sources such as malachite, saffron, insects, to adorn their work with a 22 karat gold leaf, and to 

use professional grade watercolor and Italian marble paper.  

 

This year’s ceremony marks 

many important milestones for 

the program. In 2017, the 

Morgan became one of the first 

institutions to gain the status of 

official Continuing Teacher and 

Leader Education (CTLE) 

sponsor. In the past year, it 

expanded its high school 

curriculum to reach ninth, tenth, 

twelfth grade students as well, 
 

Installation of student works at the Awards Ceremony. Photography by Emily 
Korn. 

   
Left: Students exploring medieval and Renaissance manuscripts in Mr. Morgan’s Library.  Right: At school, students explore 
their understanding of the text and image relationship found in illuminated manuscripts in their own work. 



increasing participation in the 17-18 school year. After modifying its resources and schedule to 

assist teachers of students with special needs, the Morgan Book Project has also seen the 

highest participation by students with diverse needs and abilities in the project’s history. More 

recently, the Morgan tailored the learning experiences to the vast numbers of New York City 

pupils of non-Western backgrounds and installed multilingual educators in Title 1 participating 

schools. 

 

“The Morgan Book Project is in many ways a pillar of our arts education initiatives,” said Colin B. 

Bailey, Director of the Morgan Library & Museum. “Students have the opportunity to not only 

see great works of art and literature up close, but also experience the creative process firsthand 

and develop their own gifts. It is wonderful to see such inspired engagement and enthusiasm for 

the book arts among school children, and we are proud to celebrate their accomplishments at 

the museum.”  

 

The Morgan Book Project is made possible by a generous grant from Marina Kellen French and 

the Anna-Maria and Stephen Kellen Foundation. 

 

The programs of the Morgan Library & Museum are made possible with public funds from the New York 
City Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City Council, and by the New York State 
Council on the Arts with the support of Governor Andrew Cuomo and the New York State Legislature. 

 

  

 

The Morgan Library & Museum 
A complex of buildings in the heart of New York City, the Morgan Library & Museum began as the private 
library of financier Pierpont Morgan, one of the preeminent collectors and cultural benefactors in the 
United States. Today it is a museum, independent research library, music venue, architectural landmark, 
and historic site. A century after its founding, the Morgan maintains a unique position in the cultural life of 
New York City and is considered one of its greatest treasures. With the 2006 reopening of its newly 
renovated campus, designed by renowned architect Renzo Piano, and the 2010 refurbishment of the 
original library, the Morgan reaffirmed its role as an important repository for the history, art, and literature 
of Western civilization from 4000 B.C. to the twenty-first century. 
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